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Well, it's been a busy weekend, hasn't it? We eard some great stuff from Acts, haven't we?
We’'ve heard about huge opportunities for the godpélalso about the inevitability of persecution.
And we've been challenged to think about how weagegwith our friends and our world for Jesus.

So | wonder how you're feeling, now it's Sunday miag. Have you been challenged by what
you've heard? Have you been inspired? Have yan @ncouraged or rebuked? As we think
about going back to Reading later, are you exatatlraring to go?

The truth is, it would be really easy to go awaynirhere and leave it all behind. It all soundsagre
while we’re out here in the countryside, surrountgdChristians, maybe with a slightly rosy view
of university. But it's not much use unless weetdkback with us. What we need isake home
message.Like the piece of birthday cake in a partybag,nged to wrap up what we've learned so
we can take it home with us.

We're going to do it by looking at Paul’s closirgmarks in his letter to the Colossiass you can
see, this passage comes at the end of Paul's. Iefteg way my Bible sets it out, this looks like a
few random thoughts at the end before he excham@®s hellos and signs off. | actually think it's
the end of the beginning, rather the beginnindnefdénd.

Paul is writing to a church he’s never actually métis friend Epaphras set it up. But he stillysra
for them constantly. And his main concern is tthety’d understand what it means to live with
Jesus as their Lord. Which is why he reminds tlérthe good news about Jesus which they'd
heard and accepted. (We saw that yesterday irs€lales chapter 1).

He reminds them that Jesus_is God himselio made everythingnd keeps everything going
Every millimetre of creation, whether we see itnmt, belongs to him.__Including usJesus is
superior to_everything and yet halied for our sake. He died so that people like uspfeewaho
hate God, could beeconciledto God (1v20, 22).

Reconciled is one of my favourite ways to talk abthe gospel. When we talk about being
reconciled, we mean a relationship has been restde it explains in a word what the gospel is all
about. _First, if reconciliation is needed, therelationship has been brokeur relationship with
God is broken — we've rejected him, we’'ve turnechpwo worship other things. But it also tells us
what Jesus achieved in dying for us, because wéearconciled- the relationship we destroyed
can be put back together. We did nothing. Godsklfdid everything to repair our relationship
with him. Through the death and resurrection efltrd Jesus, the Colossians were reconciled to
God, and so can anyone who trusts him.

This is foundational to what Paul says in the oddhe letter (and it's foundational to the rest of
what I'm going to say. So | think it's appropriati@ say that | don’t know most of you. It's
possible that some of you aren’t Christians. Ht'th you, then let me say it's great to have you
here, and you're really welcome. But | guess theseparty has probably been a bit weird. We've
been talking and singing about sharing this messageyou might be wondering, “why?”

The good news of Jesus is foundational to evergtttie CU does. It's what we live by, and it's
what we desperately want everyone else on campkrsoto.

If you're here and not a Christian, everything dlsay this morning is basically irrelevant to you,
because it will just be moralising and doing nitgfs But it won’t do you any good at all. You



need Jesus as your crucified Lord. Can | plead wou to think about where you stand with Jesus.
And maybe the challenge from this weekend for ywhether you're going to keep being Lord of
your own life, or if you’re going to hand it baak him?

I've said already, the Lordship of Jesus is fouimaat to everything else Paul has to say. He urges
them not to get talked into following religious gadr human rules. Instead, they need to know
Jesus better. He tells them it's as if their atf died when Jesus did — so now they should focus
on the right things, and live under the LordshigCbirist. Just before the bit we read, he givemthe
some practical examples of what that looks likeewhe talks about husbands and wives, parents
and children, and slaves and masters.

And so we get to this section. But | don't thitils ia random addition — Paul is carrying on. Tikis
more of what it means to live a life worthy of Gtri And in particular, this little chunk encourage
the Colossians to beutward looking — it's all about people hearing the gospel, whefrem Paul
or from the Colossians.

So we're going to look & things he tells the Colossians to do. Actually, we'rengoto look at
three things he tells them BE. And as we reflect on the weekend we’ve had, aghink about
going back, and particularly as we look towards BEREE project, these things apply to us too.
These are three things we can take away with ugeathink about reaching our mates with the
great news about Jesus. The 3 things are:

Be Prayerful

Be Wise

Be Ready

Be Prayerful (2-4)

Paul tells the Colossians tadntinue steadfastly in prayeor “devote” themselves to prayer (v2).
And you don’t have to read much of Paul to see ieamodelled this himself. He prayed for the
Colossians constantly. Buthat does it look lik€? Does it mean that if we ever stop praying, then
we aren’t devotedo prayer? Well no, it doesn’t mean that, otheeanmow would Paul have found
time to write a letter? What it meanggising prayer the right priority . This isn’t so much about
the quality of our prayersbut more about thguality of our lives He isn’'t saying that prayers will
only work if you arrange it so someone is prayidg72 Thisisn’t about the quality of our prayers,
it’s about the quality of our lives, whighould be marked by prayer

Paul knows prayer iwildly important because he knows who God is. He knGwed’'s part in
reaching people with the gospel, and he knBasl's part in preaching the gospelAnd he knows
that Paul’s part is useless if God doesn’t do his. plt's God who opens blind eyes and shined ligh
into people’s hearts. It's God who stirs peopleamp brings the dead back to life. Without God,
everything Paul does would be fruitless. So prayéhe foundation of everything he does, and the
same goes for all of us too. That's why he pragadfastly for other people, and why he tells the
Colossians to pray.

He fleshes out more of what he means with the wondgchful” and“thanksgiving.” Which
sounds straightforward, but you'd be surprised. at@tful” for what? Giving thanks for what?
People have lots of different suggestions as tat Whal means. But I'll tell you what | think he’s
getting at here. Basically, be alerthen you pray. It's possible to pray and not leeta Your heart
isn't really engaged, you aren’t really very intaesl in what you're praying about. But don’t be
like that, Paul says, be alert.

We need to be engaged in prayer, not asleep golihePrayer is a serious businessd we need to
be alert. Be alert to the needs around you, to the things you hayeday for. Be alertt We need




to pray in a way which is connected to the worldlwe in, to our campus, and to the lives of our
mates.

And we need to bthankful. Being thankful is connected to being watchfalthat we have to be
on the lookout for God answering prayer, and bakhd. But | think it's more than thatlt needs

to berooted in grace When we realise that we're sinners who have lsased by grace, it will
grow a grateful heart in us, and that will chartge quality of our prayer.

A grateful heart realises that everything we’ve got come from Gédgrateful heart knows that
without him, we’d be alienated from himAnd a grateful heart won't stride arrogantly up to God
with a shopping list of demandsA grateful heart will humbly ask God, out of the riches of his
grace and mercy, to give us more of what we coelgendeserve. Do you see how that will change

things?

Now | feelhypocritical even as | say this stuff, because | don't thigkuld describe my life like
that. And | guess a lot of you feel the same. vithat we shouldn’t do is look at Paul and feel
discouraged. We should look at him and realisetvahdifference really being prayerful will make.

There are loads of practical steps we can tdkaying with other peopleis a great thing to do as
we try to be like this together. Whether thgtimyer breakfast, or just getting together with a
couple of friends to pray for your non-Christian friends, prayingthviothers is a massive
encouragement and stimulus to pray steadfastlyt. tiBsiis_about our lives, not just about being in
public. What can you do thelp yourself pray steadfastly? Don't think, 1I’'m going to pray for 3
hours every ddyif you aren’t praying for 3 minutes! Be realisti But here are two key things:

Be inspired by Bible prayers:Look at the prayers or Jesus, or Paul, or Davidylmever. Soak
up Bible prayers, and it will help you to pray.

Pray God will help you to pray: It sounds silly at first (like a solar-powered taycbut it's not.
It's a heart thing. Ask God to change your hearysu can pray the way you should.

So that'show Paul tells the Colossians to pray. But he askmtto pray for him (and Timothy),
and specifically for two things. Both of them at®out reaching people with the gospel:
“that God may open to us a door for the word, taldee the mystery of Christ(v3)
and
“that | may make it clear, which is how | oughtdpeak” (v4)

Again, this isGod’s part and Paul’'s part in proclaiming the gospel. He asks them to pay f
what’s going on out ther@hat a door would open for the message), andfatsehat’s going on in
here(that Paul would proclaim the message properie two things have to go togethdPaul’s
attitude is irrelevant if there’s no chance to $peand he could have all the opportunities in the
world, but they're useless if he talks nonsenséeyTe different, but they go together. And they
both need God to work, either in the hearers ahénspeaker. So Paul asks the Colossians to bring
both before God.

As we look forward to th&REE project, surely we need to follow Paul's example and fisg
both of these to God too. We needtay for doors to open— pray for your mates, for the people
on your course, that there would be chances tothelin the truth about Jesus. Apchy for
Michael Ots, that when he comes to speak, he’s speak cleanty,explain the gospel well. But
pray for yourselves toq that you’d be able to do the same.

So, be_prayerful Be steadfast in prayer Be watchful and thankful And pray there’'d be
opportunitieso share the gospel, and that we’d take thahuse them well.




I've spent ages on prayer, because | think it'scialu And please don’t think we’re leaving it
behind as we move on. Paul turns his attentiocitpaly to their evangelism, but he still wants
them to be prayerful. Don’t think of these thiragsseparate!

Be Wise (v5)

He tells them to conduct themselves wisely towanasiders, making the best use of the tiivie
you might have “every opportunity” or something 8ar). An outsider is someone who_is outside
God’s people- it's someone who isn’t a ChristianSo this is about Christians relating to non-
Christians. But what does he mean by “wise”? Dlbesnean be clever Or be really good at
apologetic® Or plan really carefully when you’re going tceak so that you get your friends in
exactly the right model

| don’t think so. This is about living wiselgs you relate to people who aren’t Christiansul Pa
opened the letter with a prayer that God wouldfid Colossians withthe knowledge of God’s will
through all wisdom and understanding that the $gives...,” with the aim that they would live
lives worthy of Christ. Paul’'s already explainddt; through Jesus, the quality of our lives wdl b
different. And he’s applied it throughout the égtt the way their new life in Christ will affecoWw
they live. Now inchapter 4 verse 5he’s taking all of that and applying it to peoplethe outside.
As people look in, they’ll see the results of tlesgel in the wise choices you make.

| guess this prompts the question, “are you beirgg\wn the way you act towards outsiders?” Are
you making wise choices which allow people to $eedgospel at work in you? Or does it make no
difference to you. Would your friend look at yondasee no difference between them and you?
Sometimes as Christians we make a lot of effofittm with our friends (and to an extent that's
good). But if we get to a point where thera@ differencebetween us, then we’ve pushed it too
far. What will your friend think of Jesus if yoleghammered at the weekend just like they do?
What will your friend think of the gospel if youedp around just like everyone else? What will
your friend think if you lie or cheatBe wise.

It sounds like Paul has one eye on the future htvkake the best use of the timd here’s a sense
of urgency in the words Paul uses. When timenstdid, it becomes important that we use it
wisely. We need to use the time we have to tappeabout Jesus.

Are you making “the best use of the time”? Are yming it wisely? That will mean looking for
opportunities — the open doors we’ve already haséalit. Are you on the lookout for chances to
tell people about Jesusley, wait, here’s ongat which point | produce a FREE gospel]

Or it will mean making opportunities. Like, forstance, getting an allotment so you can get to
know the other people who have allotments. (Whsckvhat I'm in the process of doing). OK,
that's probably not practical for you lot — | justanted to mention my allotment. But what
opportunities are there? Do you ever invite peopland for dinne? Are you too busy to go to the
pub with people from your courdeMake the best use of the time.

And, of course, all of this depends rather heawilyactually having contact with outsiders. Being
wise is irrelevant if your only ever wise hidingyour bedroom or at a CU meetinge wise.

This is all linked to the final verse, verse 6.uPaas told the Colossians to be prayerful, and he’
specifically asked for prayer for his evangelisifihen he’s told them to be wise, to live out the
gospel for outsiders to see, and making best usbeofime that remains until Jesus comes back.
But once they’re doing that, Paul says, they nedsttready.

Be Ready (v6)
Again, we can ask “How?” Do | need a PhD? Doddto read all the books on the bookstall? Do
| need to become a Relay worker?



They're all good ways to be prepared to talk topte@bout Jesus (particularly the last one), but
knowledge and training aren’t Paul’s priority hetde’s more concerned abaititude.

“Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned gath) so that you may know how you ought to
answer each person(v6). Your version might safull of grace,” but | think this gets the sense
about right. He’s still talking about being wisevards outsiders. Part of that is about making the
best use of the time. But another crucial elemergpeaking to them properly when you have
chance. Basically, you need to be gracious it you speak to outsiders.

| think this can only properly flow from experiengi grace ourselves. When we realise that God
should have hated us for what we did, but insteadokies us enough to die for us, that has to
transform us. And in turn it has to transform weey we treat people especially outsiders.

That's what Paul is getting at when he talks alsalit If you look at the other ways salt is used t
refer to Christians, it's used as an illustratidrth@ difference between Christians and the regef
world. Our conversation should be seasoned with saltshould betasty. There should be
something different about the way we speak whictkenat attractive to outsiders. And that
difference comes from being transformed by the ghhsmd showing it in the way we live and the
way we speak.

So what will it look like?

» Speech which is gracious isn’t aimed at winningaagument, but about helping people to see
the hope you have in the gospel.

» Speech which is gracious isn’'t about showing hovelmyou know, but about showing people
the Saviour you know.

* Speech which is gracious sometimes means being aihel listening, rather than trying to shout
someone down.

» Speech which is gracious and seasoned with sas caore about the person you're talking to
than your reputation.

The fundamental point is that with this attitudeuyput the person you're talking to before yourself
That's the principle Paul's been trying to get f@ielossians to see in the family situations he
mentioned, and it's the same here. It's the hefavthat grace is all aboutThe Lord Jesus put our
welfare above his own and died for us. That's whit make our conversation gracious. That's
what will make out conversatidasty.

And this isn’t something we just wheel out when sp®t a non-Christian in the roonfiLet your
speechALWAYS be gracious...” This should be our defau#tetting. So no matter who we're
talking to, whenever the opportunity arises, wedlready to respond in the right way.

Is this what your speech is like? Do you needr&y phat you’d be more gracious in your speech?
Do you need to pray you'd appreciate grace morthabit would overflow in your speech? [l
leave that for you to think about...

We’'ve seen a lot in this passage, haven't we. mageguful, Paul says. Be wise in the way you act.
And be ready by being gracious in the way you spddive you noticed what | noticedAnd |
didn’t do it on purpose). If you want a summarytlos passage, it's basicaltizive for Jesus,
speak for Jesus. And pray lots.”

That was Paul’'s take home message for the Colassi@ihat was the cake in their party bag, and |
think it can be ours toolLive for Jesus... Speak for Jesus... And pray lots.



