CHURCH MATTERS

Why talk about church in preparation for Fresh@vgek?

As Christians we’re part of the body of Christ, teurch.

It should be massively important to us. We needédo
committed to a local church. So the start of tharyseems
as good a time as any to bring it up...

But we also need to help Christians arriving avarsity to
get involved in church too. They'll be following quite
literally until they learn the way!) — we need tad by
example and also bgnthusiasm

So here are 3 church-related challenges...

Get setled
If you've been ‘looking around,” make a decisionga
don’t faff about going back.

Get stuck n

Avoid ‘the balcony.” Don't just have a CU meetiing
church! Spread yourselves out.

Challenge:talk to one (old) person you don’t know each
week.

Get serving

Don't just be a&consumer— aim to be &ontributor. Can
you help out on a Sunday mornin@git, remember you're
serving the church by being in the CU!

FRESHERS WEEK 2008

Meet four people who will arrive at Reading thiseke.

' Keen Kevin — he’s been a Christian for years. He is
convinced of the truth of the gospel and is excitbdut the
| opportunity to share it with others. ‘

 Shoky Shoron — she loves Jesus, but she is fuzzy oﬁ the
i details. She’s never really had to explain what lselleveq
~and why.

Nominol Nigel — calls himself a Christian, but it makes no
| difference at all to his life. |

 Atheist Amanda — she’s convinced that there is no God,
i and she has no plans to give him any thought at Uni

It might seem like a good idea to just concentoaidaving
socials and meeting people in Freshers’ Week.

Why would that be bad news for Kevin, Sharon, Nigel
and Amanda?

What's the alternative?
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MAKING THE MOST OF FRESHERS WEEK
= GARETH'S Tor TIPS -

1. Pray

Pray for Freshers. Pray that Christians would larel
speak for Jesus while they're at Uni. Pray thah-no
Christians would trust Jesus with their lives.

2. Moke Redl Friends

It's easy to be superficial in Freshers’ Week - emaln
effort to really love people. Aim for friendshipisat will
last thewhole year, not just one week.

3. Jon a Society

You're never too old to join societies, and nowaigreat
time to sign up. In a society you have a readyenad
connection with people, and lots of people willnsv.

4. Spot the Cligues

Cliques are bad. Find them and kill them! You mitgel
comfortable in a group of friends, but look for siders
and welcome them in. Be like Jesus and put oteeple’s
needs before your own (see Philippians 2v4).

2. International Students

International students find it even harder to faehome
and get involved, yet we can ignore them the mdss

estimated that 11 out of 12 international studdatse
Britain without a single British friend. Make affat to

talk to international students and make them fesdtame.

Q. Feed a Fresher (or three)

Food is a great ice-breaker. Why not cook for some
freshers who sign up for CU? You don't need toabe
culinary genius, pizza will do. Invite a few routahether
(it's less scary).

7. Remember Friends You Aready Hove

With all the talk of Freshers, it can be easy tméb the
friends you had last year, maybe from your haltourse.
How can you stay in touch with them? Could youéhav
Freshers’ Week reunion of your old flatmates?

&, Church

Christians at university need to get settled intwharch as
soon as possible — bad habits develop quickly. »od
need to help them to do it (more on this later...).

What eractical things are you going to do to moke
the most of Freshers’ Week?

What dongers do you need to be aware of?




