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If you went out and asked people around campusatws Christianity all about?” what do you
think they'd say? If you asked people, “What is treart of the Christian message?” what kind of
answers would you get? How woulduanswer that question?

| suppose you’'d get all kinds of answers. But goprobably get a lot of people saying it's about
being a good person, doing good things, so yowgeamo heaven. You probably know people who
think that. You may even think that yourself...

Well, if you've been here in previous weeks, youikhve seen already that we have a serious
problem, andomethinghas to be done about it. You’'ll know that Romemna letter, written by a
guy called Paul to a group of Christians in Romen(ie the name). And as you read it, this letter
gets really uncomfortable really quickly. In thesf couple of chapters Paul explains how we've
rejected God, how we’ve turned away from him to st other things instead, and how we face
the just punishment for it. And he explains th&'re all as bad as each other. Moral people or
religious people are no better — we’re all in thee boat. It's pretty grim reading to begin with.

But then, in chapter 3, Paul explains that we canrmade right with God, we can Ipestified,
through Jesus.
“This righteousness from God comes through faitdesus Christ to all who believe. There
is no difference, for all have sinned and fall ghoft the glory of God, and are justified
freely by his grace through the redemption that edoy Christ Jesus.”
[Romans 3v22-24]

It's like a light going on against the backgrourfdtee first couple of chapters. Jesus diedun
place, so thabur sin could be paid for. And now instead of seaisgas sinners, God considers
anyone who trusts in Jesus to be righteous, andawde reconciled to the God who made us. It's
what the Bible callSRACE — it's God’sundeserved goodnest® us.

That's incredible news, isn’t it?! That althougle’we turned our backs on God and we deserve to
be cut off from him, he’s made it possible for adoe made right with him, through the sacrifice of
the Lord Jesus.

But the message Paul presents would probably haxeled some questions. Paul said it applies
to everyone equally all have fallen short no matter who they aegryoneneeds this rescue plan
no matter what they've done, aegleryonehas access to it. But the Jewish people were $50d’
special people, and they'd been observing God'sfawenturies. That was how they related to
God, by keeping rules and offering sacrifices agnnt for their failures. So it's understandable
that they’d have all sorts of questions about howmgl stuff fits into this idea of grace — being read
right with God simply by trusting that he’s sortédut through the Lord Jesus.

Paul answered some of those questions at the eal3of God justifies everyone, Jews and non-
Jews alike, he makes everyone right in his eyesutyir faith in the Lord Jesus. But Paul needs to
convince his readers of that. And so he doesheat, in chapter 4, by going right to the roots of
their faith. What aboufbraham? He’s the acid test — if this doesn’t apply tor#itam, then
forget it.

As we go, | hope you'll see that this whole chapgestbout God’s grace — the grace we've already
seen in chapter 3, which Paul colours-in in chagter It's all about God’'s undeserved but



overwhelming goodness. You might look at this ¢eapnd think;that’s lovely, but I'm not a Jew
living in the first century,”and you might think it's not particularly relevanBut let me tell you
thatit really is, and you’ll see how as we go along. In this chapte’re going to se€od’s grace
to Abraham. Then we’re going to see how God’s grace to Aamatextends tavery single
person who share’s Abraham'’s faith And then we’ll see how the massive extent of &guace
applies teevery single one of us here
If you like subheadings, you can use those:

God’s Grace to Abraham

God’s Grace to All

God’s Grace to Us

| really hope you won't be able to get to the eridhis chapter without beinglown away by
God’s grace to the whole of humanity, but espectallyou personally. Let's see shall we...?

God’s Grace to Abraham (v1-8)

Paul asks the question, “what about Abraham?” WKdma was basically the first of the Jewish
people. He was the one God picked out, and dlrakl descended from him. So he’s the crucial
test case. As Paul points out, if Abraham wasdfjedtby works then he had something to boast
about. But if havasjustified by works, then everything Paul has dalts apart. It would mean it
is possible to be made right with God by being godtiis is important. So he turns to the Bible,
and asks?What does the Scripture say?"The Scriptures say (v3):

“Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him righteousness.”

Paul’'s quoting Genesis chapter 15, where this gemias made. | think we need to have a proper
look at Genesis 15 so we know what we're talkinguab Turn to Genesis 15. (Abram is the same
person — God adds an extra ‘ha’ to his name later...)

[Read Genesis 15v1-6]

God promisesto give Abraham a son, and through that son hddvoave more offspring than all
the stars in the universeAbraham’s responseis to believe God. And God credited it to him as
righteousness.

But what does that mean, to believe and have ditere to you as righteousness? We need to go
back to Romans 4 for the answer. Ratplainsthe principle, and then Heacks it up with another
Old Testament example.

Look at verse 4.“Now when a man works, his wages are not creditetim as a gift, but as an
obligation. However, to the man who does not wark tbusts God who justifies the wicked, his
faith is credited as righteousness.”

Who here has a job, or has had a job? When yaio geork, you expect to be paid. Your boss
doesn't just give you a gift out of the kindnessis heart. But that isn’t how it works with Godf.
you trust God, who declares wicked people rightwitm, then you're declared right before God.
Not on the basis of anything you've done, but beeanf faith. But don’t misunderstand this. It's
not because of the faith in itseltfut because of the one you're putting your faith in And that's
GRACE - that God would rescue people who hate him.

This has always been the plan. It isn't just stningt that God had to throw together because he
suddenly realised the law wasn’t working out. iigstion by faith has always been the plan —it's
who God is. And to prove it, Paul explains sonmaghKing David wrote. King David was the
greatest king Israel ever had, but he wrote theds/arhich are quoted there in verses 7 and 8.



“Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgivdrose sins are covered. Blessed is

the man whose sin the Lord will never count agahirst”
Those words are taken from Psalm 32 — don’t tuenetmow, but read it later if you have time. The
whole of Psalm 32 is about sinners who trust Gatlame credited as righteous. Not because they
earned it or deserve it but because they trustraifueGod who will forgive sin.

Paul has made his point. Abraham had to trust God to make him righteolisvasn’t because of
anything Abraham did, but because of the faithlaeqa in his gracious God.

Take a second to let that sink ikren’t you glad that being made right with God is kased on
faith, not on works?!

If we're honest, this goes against how we thinkwoeld should work, doesn't it? We're brought
up to earn what we need, and get what we deséfwee’re going to realise how great this is, then
first we have to swallow our pride. We've got nathto be proud of, just like Abraham had no
room to boast.

But aren’t you glad that we’re justified by faith, and not by works? It's great because we're
rescued where otherwise it would have been hopelésswasbased on stuff we do, we’d have no
chance.

But it's more than that. It'SO much more than that. It's a whole different kofdelationship. A
relationship based on grace is completely diffetertne based on working.

| was shocked to hear about a previous vicar ofpidwesh church near where my parents live.
Apparently he used to tell people, “I don't reallpderstand God, but we have a good working
relationship!” 1 think he was basically trying &mlmit that he wasn’t a Christian. But at the very
least that’s really sad, isn't it? He certainlysh@ understood Romans 4.

If our relationship to God was based on keepingldiae then the responsibility lies with us. And
everything we get from God would just be him fliifiy some kind of obligation to us. Only we've
seen that we’re rubbish at following the law, so'dveever quite manage to live up to his
impossible standards. Basically, we’'d be slavéswibrked that way.

But it's based on faith in a gracious God, whiclardes things completely. The initiative comes
from him, as he reaches out to bring us back ta hihwe have to do, all weando, is trust him,
like little children have to rely on their parent®o you see the difference®ren’t you glad it's by
faith, not by keeping the law?

Paul doesn’t end there. He goes on to &bies this just apply to a certain group of people?
This is an obvious question, given that he werguch great lengths to point out that we're all as
bad as each other. Does this rescue only apmpéayroup? And as Paul tackles this question, we
start to see God's grace to all...

God'’s Grace to All (v9-17)
Look at verse 9. Here’s the questidls. this blessedness just for the circumcised, sodor the
uncircumcised?”

Circumcision, for those of you who don’t know, isrenor operation performed on boys, where a
certain piece of surplus skin is removed. Circwmioeci marked out a man as a member of God’s
people. Remember that promise we looked at in §erkb? After God makes the promise, he
makes a covenant with Abraham. He basically makesntract. And to show that he was living in



this covenant with God, Abraham was circumcisednglwith every Jewish male since. When
foreigners wanted to join God’s people, the mentoauoke circumcised too. Being circumcised and
being part of God’s people were basically inseparalso the obvious question arisedtat about
those who aren’t circumcised? How are they counteds righteous? Does this grace apply to
them too?

Paul's answer clear: it applies to everyone! Hesgback to Abraham to show why. Abraham
believed the promise, and then he got circumciseshbw it. Abraham was circumcised because
he was counted righteous, not the other way round.

Think of it like a marriage. When two people getrnied, one proposes to the other. Then they
exchange vows, and exchange rings as a sign. V&oehmade the promise to Abraham, he

basically proposed marriage — to Abraham and alhfillions of descendents, even though none of
them deserved it. In faith, Abraham accepted, @od made a covenant between them — they
exchanged vows. Then just as a married coupleamgehrings as a sign of their marriage,

Abraham was circumcised as a sign that he belotgg€ad.

So this is still all about grace. Membership of God’s people isn’t about havingoperation, it's
about faith in our gracious God. Anyone who shadesaham’s faith becomes one of his offspring,
and part of the promise‘He is the father of all who believe but have neeh circumcised, in
order that righteousness might be credited to thelmd he is also the father of the circumcised
who not only are circumcised but who also walk lie footsteps of the faith that our father
Abraham had before he was circumcised.” (v1Baith, not works. Being circumcised doesn’t get
you in, and beingincircumcised doesn’t keep you out.

The next couple of paragraphs reinforce his poidé explains that if being part of God’s people
depended on keeping rules, then we’'d never be tabteust the promise. Instead, the promise
comes by grace. If the promise comes by grace ithdoesn’t depend on our achievement, it
depends on God who is infinitely more dependalde tis. So the promise canduearanteed and
guaranteed teveryone! Circumcised or uncircumcised, Jew or non-Jew.

Aren’t you glad it's about faith, not works? Because this is based on faith in a gracious Gotd,
on keeping rules, membership of God’s people isvihr open to everyone. Whoever you are,
whatever you’'ve done, the door is open.

This is crucial if you aren’'t a Christian. You we® know that there’s nothing you could have done
which puts you outside of God’s grace, becausenitsabout what you’ve done. It's about what
he’s done. Whoever you are, whatever you've d@uel’'s grace covers you.

But please don't think this stops being importamte you're a Christian. Once you're a Christian
by God'’s grace, don’t try to make it about doingffst There’sstill nothing you can do to earn it.
Don't fall into the trap these Jews did, and stiairiking that it's rule keeping which keeps you in.
They were thinking;| don’t have a foreskin, so I'm OK- maybe not a mistake you’re making.
But are you thinking;l go to CU every week, so I'm OK.” “I give mong¢g charity, so I'm OK.”

“I don’t swear so I'm OK.” Those things themselves aren’t bad — it'slthegt the beginning of the
sentence which is the problem. When we think fiie we’re making it about us, and shifting the
responsibility back onto our shoulders. That's Imotv it works! And the truth is, once we get into
thinking like that it's a crushing burden to carand life as a Christian will just be a sloBon’t
abandon grace.Become a Christian by God'’s grace, ataly a Christian by God'’s grace.

This is really important as you think about reaghoit to the rest of the campus too. Isn’t this th
most phenomenal news you could possibly have tp¢elple?



But you need to be getting it yourself if you'reigg to share it with others. And you need to

realise who this applies to. It applies to evengle person on campus. There isn’'t a single perso

who isn’t covered by the scope of God’s gracedoksn’t matter what someone’s done, what they
look like, what their lifestyle is like. Does yo@U, the way you treat people, the things you do,
communicate that to everyone, no matter who theyawhat they've done?

God'’s Grace to Us (v18-25)

So we've seen God’s grace to Abraham, and theneng@en how that applies to all, regardless of
anything they do. But then Paul makegpdrsonal He brings it back round tos, and (more
importantly), he brings it back roundttee Lord Jesus

The promise to Abraham was eventually fulfilledt Btithe time it looked ridiculous.Against all
hope” Abraham ended up with millions of descenderitsvas ‘against all hope’ because God had
promised Abraham a son, even though he was old-yéérs old in fact. His body was as good as
dead. And Sarah was long past the age of haviidyeh. But Abraham didn’t waver — in fact, his
faith got stronger. And eventually he did haveoa. But the promise to Abraham wasn't fulfilled
through his son, or his grandchildren or his grgegdat, great grandchildren. The promise would be
fulfilled through one man...

We've already seen that righteousness by faith Wwasst for Abraham, it was for all of us who
share his faith. And the last few verses spellvaloat that means. The words “it was credited to
him as righteousness,” apply to all of us whelieve in the one who raised Jesus our Lord from
the dead. He was delivered over to death for aws and was raised to life for our justification.”

Our justification depends on the Lord Jesus. Gedaies us righteous based on what Jesus has
done. He was “delivered over to death for our’sinke died on the cross to pay for our rebellion
against God. And he “was raised to life for ouwstification.” Through his death, the sin which
stands between us and God is cleared away, amdshigection proves it. Through his victory over
sin, displayed in the resurrection, we're declarght with God.

So we trust in the same promise Abraham did, becaissultimately all about Jesus. We can be
made right with God thanks to the death and therrestion of the Lord Jesus. And we join a long
line of people who've done the same since Abrahdkfe look back on what Christ did and trust
him. Abraham was looking forward to the same peami

So do you see how this is massively relevant to W& can't just say, “he’s a Jew, and I'm not.”
It's all one story, one plan, with Jesus as themaite fulfilment of it, the ultimate expression of
God’s grace. That God so loves us and wants be teconciled to him that he delivered his own
Son over to death in order to forgive us and makeght before him.

This is thefundamentateason why it has to be based on grace and nebdss. It's all been done
by Jesus. There’s nothing else eauld do, even if we wanted to. This is what it tooksbrt
things out — the death of God himself. What waskld ever come close to this? The cross shows
just how ridiculous our attempts are to earn ouy tack to God.
The almighty creator of the universe gave up fesdind died on a wooden cross.
What have you done?

Can you think of an answer to that question that gathetic?
“l let an old person sit on my seat on the bus.”
“I read my Bible every day this week.”
“l gave a talk at CU.”



Ditch your pride, because it's stupid. Don’t toydarn God'’s love and forgiveness. Instead, throw
yourself on his mercy, and trust in the Lord Jedfigou wouldn't call yourself a Christian, maybe
now's your chance to do that for the first timeutB you are a Christian, live the reality of this

Live at the foot of the cross, live in God’s graaed enjoy getting to know the God who loved you
enough to die for you, to put things right betwgen and him

Aren’t you glad it's based on faith not works?



